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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Art Unit: 2622 

DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action in response to application 10/578,698 filed on 5/9/2006 
in which claims 1-24 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 5-15 and 20-24 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in 
improper form because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other 
multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 5-15 and 
20-24 have not been further treated on the merits. 



Claims 18-19 are objected to because of the following informalities: 



Re claim 18, please delete the language "e.g. in a P.C." from the claim. 
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Re claim 19, please delete the language "e.g. the travel direction and any 
direction changes as well as speed and any speed changed, i.e. an acceleration 
or a braking procedure." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-2 and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kinoshita et al. US 5,757,949. 

Re claim 1, Kinoshita discloses an installation for recording travel and traffic 
situations of vehicles, characterized by an arrangement to be attached to a vehicle (1), 
of at least two detection cameras (2 CCD cameras 25) lying at a distance to one 
another (left side and right side of front end of vehicle), wherein their respective regions 
overlap in a common overlapping region (col. 3, line 58-col. 4, line 9; figure 2), by which 
means at least one reference point of the surroundings and recognition point of a 
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second vehicle (preceding vehicle), recorded by the two detection cameras (25), may 
be triangulated, with the purpose, from a picture recording, of reconstructing its position 
and by way of this the position of ate least one vehicle after a traffic situation 
(triangulation is used to calculate and detect obstacles, lanes and preceding vehicles) 
(col. 3, line 58-col. 4, line 9; figure 2). 

Re claim 2, the Kinoshita reference further discloses that the detection cameras 
(25) are connected to a memory (image recognizing unit 26 that processes captured 
images) for storing and processing image recordings (col. 3, line 58-col. 4, line 9; figure 
2). 

Re claim 16, the Kinoshita reference further discloses that at least one reference 
point or recognition point is recorded by the cameras (25) and is triangulated in order to 
detect a position or movement of a vehicle (preceding vehicle) after a traffic situation 
(preceding vehicle moving in front of vehicle 1) (col. 3, line 58-col. 4, line 9). 

Re claims 17-18, the Kinoshita reference further discloses that the triangulation is 
effected by picture processing and the computation of recognition points in a picture 
sequence of a picture recording (recording by cameras 25) is effected automatically in 
an apparatus (image recognizing unit 26) with suitable computation formulae (col. 3, line 
58-col. 4, line 9). 
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Re claim 19, the Kinoshita reference further discloses that the movements of the 
vehicles (vehicle 1 and preceding vehicle) are computed from a position change of a 
reference point or recognition point in a picture sequence of a picture recording (images 
recorded by cameras 25 are used for detection) (col. 3, line 58-col. 4, line 9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kinoshita et al. US 5,757,949 in view of Simon et al. US 6,757,009. 

Re claims 3-4, Kinoshita discloses all of the limitations of claims 1 and 2 above 
including images recorded by the two detection cameras (25) that are triangulated in 
order to calculate and detect objects (triangulation is used to calculate and detect 
obstacles, lanes and preceding vehicles) (col. 3, line 58-col. 4, line 9; figure 2). 
However, although the Kinoshita reference discloses all of the above limitations, it fails 
to specifically disclose that the triangulation method includes calculating the 
triangulation by using the distance between the detection cameras (25). 
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Simon discloses triangulation method for stereoscopic cameras. Simon 
specifically discloses that it is well known in the art for triangulation methods to include 
the distance between stereoscopic cameras in a triangulation calculation in order to 
accurately detect distances between the cameras and objects (col. 4, lines 47-62; figure 
5). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to have been 
motivated to include the teaching of including a distance between stereoscopic cameras 
in a triangulation calculation as disclosed by the Simon reference in the triangulation 
method disclosed by the Kinoshita reference. Doing so would provide a means for 
accurately implementing triangulation in order to detect objects that surround a series of 
cameras. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ikeda etal. US 5,699,057 
Kinoshita et al. US 5,642,093 
Suzuki et al. US 5,026,153 

Contacts 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7312. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached at (571) 272-3022. The fax phone number for 
submitting all Official communications is (571) 273-7300. The fax phone number for 
submitting informal communications such as drafts, proposed amendments, etc., may 
be faxed directly to the Examiner at (571) 273-7312. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Kelly L. Jerabek/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



